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General 

A lot more bills have been heard in the first two weeks than is typical. Typically, few bills are 
heard in the first two weeks and the action ramps up in week three. Also typically there’s a 
logjam of bills immediately before the mandated “Crossover Day” when all bills must be 
heard in their house of origin. The hope is the faster start will reduce congestion down the 
road. Here’s hopin’.  

Stockgrowers’ Legislative Issues 

We are working with Rep. May on Brand Board legislation. That will likely be finalized and 
introduced this week. We’ve also been working with SD DANR (Department of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources) on their Brand Board bill. 

Sen. Melhaff’s bill(SB 14) to broaden the allowance to shoot coyotes from snowmobiles 
beyond just landowners/lessees to include individuals who are “on the property as an 
invitee of the owner or lessee” passed the Senate Ag. Committee on Friday. 

The first landowner rights bill regarding the Summit pipeline was heard Friday. That was an 
attempt to beef up landowner protects during the survey process. That was killed in House 
Commerce. But, a number of bills are coming yet on that topic.  

__________________ 

The feedback from our legislative mixer has been loud and consistent - legislators LOVED 
our event! That had a lot to do with the food. But, I also heard from legislators who 
appreciated that our members engaged with the legislators who attended. They told me 
members of some groups who sponsor events will huddle in a corner and just talk among 
themselves. They really liked that Stockgrower members were eager to engage and to 
educate legislators about our positions. Thank you to all who came out for that event - you 
made a difference! 

If you have any questions or comments about this week’s report or about activities in 
Pierre, please feel free to contact me at murphy@rushmore.com 
  
Best regards, 
Jeremiah 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Legislation of Interest  

Following are the bills that have been introduced that may impact Stockgrowers. You can read the 
bill text and actions by clicking on the blue bill number. Bill status is noted in the status column. DP 

= "Do Pass" DNP = "Do Not Pass" "41st day" means a bill has been killed. 

Status Bill Title

DP S. Ag. SB 14 expand authorization for the conditional taking of coyotes from 
snowmobiles.

DNP H. 
Commrce HB 1079 require property owner permission or a siting permit prior to 

entry for an examination and survey.
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https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/24783

